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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) personal and socio-economic situations of
farmers, (2) farming situations and problems of farmers, (3) knowledge and practice of farmers in
accordance with new theory agriculture, (4) needs and suggestion of farmers in sustainable new theory
agriculture, and (5) a guideline for an extension of sustainable new theory agriculture. The rescarch
population were 431 farmers in Sida District of Nakhon Ratchasimy Province who participated in one of
three new theory agriculture projects. The samples were selected by simple random sampling and
calculated by using Tato Yamane's formula with an error level of 0.05 accounting for 208 farmers.
The data were collected by a structural interview and analyzed to determine frequency, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum values. The SWOT Analysis was also applied. The
research findings showed that (1) about half of farmers were with an average age of 59.55 years finished
higher secondary education. They had averages of 4.03 farm labors and 33.82 years of farming experience.
Most of them received knowledge of new theory agriculture from agricultural extension officers. (2) Most
of soil type was clay and applied organic fertilizers such as chicken, swine, and cattle dungs. (3) Their
problems were indicated at highest level, however the least problem was bio-substance utilization. They
had good knowledge and always performed in accordance with new theory agriculture. (4) They required
knowledge promotion at highest level such as production process, farming area management as well as
product management. Furthermore, (5) the guideline for an extension of sustainable new theory
agriculture with proactive strategy such as new theory agricultural promotion for farmers sufficiency by
themselves to result their occupation including new theory agricultural knowledge compound
development on both middle and progressive levels. Additionally, the solve strategy about trained
knowledge not only soil fertility increasing but also soil amendment together with preventable strategy
such as agricultural product transformation processing. Moreover, the defensive strategy with sufficiency
economic using combenated with new theory agricultural application to result farmer's so proud to
concentrate their agricultural occupation including with should new theory agricultural formatted

recomentation suitable for area condition.

Keywords: New theory agriculture, Agricultural extension, Integrated farming
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